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AN ACT EXCLUDING CERTAIN TARGET SHOOTING PISTOLS FROM
PROVISIONS ON ASSAULT WEAPONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2023) (a) Not later than October 1,
2023, the Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection
shall (1) identify semiautomatic pistols that (A) are defined as assault
weapons in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of
subdivision (1) of section 53-202a of the general statutes, and (B) are
designed for use in target shooting and sanctioned for such use by a
United States or international target shooting organization or for use in
the Olympic Games, and (2) post a list of such pistols on the Internet
web site of the Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection. Such list shall be used for the purposes of identifying
semiautomatic pistols that may be sold pursuant to subdivision (4) of
subsection (b) of section 53-202b of the general statutes, as amended by
this act, or that may be possessed pursuant to subsection (f) of section
53-202c of the general statutes, as amended by this act, or subparagraph
(A) of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) or subdivision (7) of subsection
(f) of section 53-202d of the general statutes, as amended by this act.

(b) The commissioner shall review the list posted pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section not less frequently than annually and make

any revisions to such list as the commissioner deems necessary.
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Sec. 2. Section 53-202b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(a) (1) Any person who, within this state, distributes, transports or
imports into the state, keeps for sale, or offers or exposes for sale, or who
gives any assault weapon, except as provided by sections 53-202a to 53-
202k, inclusive, shall be guilty of a class C felony and shall be sentenced
to a term of imprisonment of which two years may not be suspended or

reduced by the court.

(2) Any person who transfers, sells or gives any assault weapon to a
person under eighteen years of age in violation of subdivision (1) of this
subsection shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of six years,
which shall not be suspended or reduced by the court and shall be in
addition and consecutive to the term of imprisonment imposed under

subdivision (1) of this subsection.
(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to:

(1) The sale of assault weapons to: (A) The Department of Emergency
Services and Public Protection, police departments, the Department of
Correction, the Division of Criminal Justice, the Department of Motor
Vehicles, the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection or
the military or naval forces of this state or of the United States, [;] (B) a
sworn and duly certified member of an organized police department,
the Division of State Police within the Department of Emergency
Services and Public Protection or the Department of Correction, a chief
inspector or inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice, a salaried
inspector of motor vehicles designated by the Commissioner of Motor
Vehicles, a conservation officer or special conservation officer appointed
by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection pursuant
to section 26-5, or a constable who is certified by the Police Officer
Standards and Training Council and appointed by the chief executive
authority of a town, city or borough to perform criminal law
enforcement duties, pursuant to a letter on the letterhead of such
department, division, commissioner or authority authorizing the
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purchase and stating that the sworn member, inspector, officer or
constable will use the assault weapon in the discharge of official duties,
and that a records check indicates that the sworn member, inspector,
officer or constable has not been convicted of a crime of family violence,
for use by such sworn member, inspector, officer or constable in the
discharge of such sworn member's, inspector's, officer's or constable's
official duties or when off duty, (C) a member of the military or naval
forces of this state or of the United States, or (D) a nuclear facility
licensed by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the
purpose of providing security services at such facility, or any contractor
or subcontractor of such facility for the purpose of providing security

services at such facility;

(2) A person who is the executor or administrator of an estate that
includes an assault weapon for which a certificate of possession has

been issued under section 53-202d, as amended by this act, which is

disposed of as authorized by the Probate Court, if the disposition is
otherwise permitted by sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive;

(3) The transfer of an assault weapon for which a certificate of

possession has been issued under section 53-202d, as amended by this

act, by bequest or intestate succession, or, upon the death of a testator
or settlor: (A) To a trust, or (B) from a trust to a beneficiary who is

eligible to possess the assault weapon;

(4) The sale of a semiautomatic pistol that is defined as an assault
weapon in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of
subdivision (1) of section 53-202a that the Commissioner of Emergency
Services and Public Protection [designates as being designed expressly
for use in target shooting events at the Olympic games sponsored by the
International Olympic Committee pursuant to regulations adopted

under this subdivision] identifies on a list posted on the Internet web

site of the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection

pursuant to section 1 of this act, and for which the purchaser signs a

form prescribed by the commissioner and provided by the seller that
indicates that the pistol will be used by the purchaser primarily for
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target shooting practice and events. [The Commissioner of Emergency
Services and Public Protection shall adopt regulations, in accordance
with chapter 54, to designate semiautomatic pistols that are defined as
assault weapons in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive,
of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a that may be sold pursuant to this
subdivision, provided the use of such pistols is sanctioned by the
International Olympic Committee and USA Shooting, or any
subsequent corresponding governing board for international shooting

competition in the United States.]

Sec. 3. Section 53-202c of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(a) Except as provided in section 53-202e, any person who, within this
state, possesses an assault weapon, except as provided in sections 53-
202a to 53-202k, inclusive, and 53-2020, shall be guilty of a class D felony
and shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of which one year may
not be suspended or reduced by the court, except that a first-time
violation of this subsection shall be a class A misdemeanor if (1) the
person presents proof that such person lawfully possessed the assault
weapon (A) prior to October 1, 1993, with respect to an assault weapon
described in subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a, or
(B) on April 4, 2013, under the provisions of sections 53-202a to 53-202k,
inclusive, in effect on January 1, 2013, with respect to an assault weapon
described in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of
subdivision (1) of section 53-202a, and (2) the person has otherwise
possessed the assault weapon in compliance with subsection (f) of
section 53-202d, as amended by this act.

(b) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to
the possession of assault weapons by: (1) The Department of Emergency
Services and Public Protection, police departments, the Department of
Correction, the Division of Criminal Justice, the Department of Motor
Vehicles, the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection or
the military or naval forces of this state or of the United States, (2) a
sworn and duly certified member of an organized police department,
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the Division of State Police within the Department of Emergency
Services and Public Protection or the Department of Correction, a chief
inspector or inspector in the Division of Criminal Justice, a salaried
inspector of motor vehicles designated by the Commissioner of Motor
Vehicles, a conservation officer or special conservation officer appointed
by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection pursuant
to section 26-5, or a constable who is certified by the Police Officer
Standards and Training Council and appointed by the chief executive
authority of a town, city or borough to perform criminal law
enforcement duties, for use by such sworn member, inspector, officer or
constable in the discharge of such sworn member's, inspector's, officer's
or constable's official duties or when off duty, (3) a member of the
military or naval forces of this state or of the United States, or (4) a
nuclear facility licensed by the United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for the purpose of providing security services at such
facility, or any contractor or subcontractor of such facility for the

purpose of providing security services at such facility.

(c) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to
the possession of an assault weapon described in subparagraph (A) of
subdivision (1) of section 53-202a by any person prior to July 1, 1994, if
all of the following are applicable:

(1) The person is eligible under sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive,
to apply for a certificate of possession for the assault weapon by July 1,
1994;

(2) The person lawfully possessed the assault weapon prior to
October 1, 1993; and

(3) The person is otherwise in compliance with sections 53-202a to 53-
202k, inclusive.

(d) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to
the possession of an assault weapon described in any provision of
subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a
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by any person prior to April 5, 2013, if all of the following are applicable:

(1) The person is eligible under sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive,
to apply for a certificate of possession for the assault weapon by January
1, 2014;

(2) The person lawfully possessed the assault weapon on April 4,
2013, under the provisions of sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive, in
effect on January 1, 2013; and

(3) The person is otherwise in compliance with sections 53-202a to 53-

202k, inclusive.

(e) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to a
person who is the executor or administrator of an estate that includes an
assault weapon, or the trustee of a trust that includes an assault weapon,
for which a certificate of possession has been issued under section 53-

202d, as amended by this act, if the assault weapon is possessed at a

place set forth in subdivision (1) of subsection (f) of section 53-202d, as
amended by this act, or as authorized by the Probate Court.

(f) The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to
the possession of a semiautomatic pistol that is defined as an assault
weapon in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of
subdivision (1) of section 53-202a that the Commissioner of Emergency
Services and Public Protection [designates as being designed expressly
for use in target shooting events at the Olympic games sponsored by the
International Olympic Committee pursuant to regulations adopted
under subdivision (4) of subsection (b) of section 53-202b] identifies on

a list posted on the Internet web site of the Department of Emergency

Services and Public Protection pursuant to section 1 of this act, that is

(1) possessed and transported in accordance with subsection (f) of

section 53-202d, as amended by this act, or (2) possessed at or
transported to or from a collegiate, Olympic or target pistol shooting
competition in this state which is sponsored by, conducted under the

auspices of, or approved by a law enforcement agency or a nationally or
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state recognized entity that fosters proficiency in, or promotes education
about, firearms, provided such pistol is transported in the manner

prescribed in subsection (a) of section 53-202f.

Sec. 4. Section 53-202d of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(@) (1) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B) of this subdivision,
any person who lawfully possesses an assault weapon, as defined in
subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a, prior to October
1, 1993, shall apply by October 1, 1994, or, if such person is a member of
the military or naval forces of this state or of the United States and is
unable to apply by October 1, 1994, because such member is or was on
official duty outside of this state, shall apply within ninety days of
returning to the state to the Department of Emergency Services and
Public Protection, for a certificate of possession with respect to such

assault weapon.

(B) No person who lawfully possesses an assault weapon pursuant to
subdivision (1), (2) or (4) of subsection (b) of section 53-202¢, as amended
by this act, shall be required to obtain a certificate of possession
pursuant to this subdivision with respect to an assault weapon used for
official duties, except that any person described in subdivision (2) of

subsection (b) of section 53-202¢, as amended by this act, who purchases

an assault weapon, as defined in subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of
section 53-202a, for use in the discharge of official duties who retires or
is otherwise separated from service shall apply within ninety days of
such retirement or separation from service to the Department of
Emergency Services and Public Protection for a certificate of possession

with respect to such assault weapon.

(2) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B) of this subdivision,
any person who lawfully possesses an assault weapon, as defined in any
provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of
section 53-202a, on April 4, 2013, under the provisions of sections 53-
202a to 53-202k, inclusive, in effect on January 1, 2013, or any person
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who regains possession of an assault weapon as defined in any
provision of said subparagraphs pursuant to subsection (e) of section
53-202f, or any person who lawfully purchases a firearm on or after
April 4, 2013, but prior to June 18, 2013, that meets the criteria set forth
in subdivision (3) or (4) of subsection (a) of section 53-202a of the general
statutes, revision of 1958, revised to January 1, 2013, shall apply by
January 1, 2014, or, if such person is a member of the military or naval
forces of this state or of the United States and is unable to apply by
January 1, 2014, because such member is or was on official duty outside
of this state, shall apply within ninety days of returning to the state to
the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection for a
certificate of possession with respect to such assault weapon. Any
person who lawfully purchases a semiautomatic pistol that is defined as
an assault weapon in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F),
inclusive, of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a that the Commissioner of
Emergency Services and Public Protection [designates as being
designed expressly for use in target shooting events at the Olympic
games sponsored by the International Olympic Committee pursuant to
regulations adopted under subdivision (4) of subsection (b) of section
53-202b] identifies on a list posted on the Internet web site of the
Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection pursuant to

section 1 of this act, shall apply within ninety days of such purchase to

the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection for a

certificate of possession with respect to such assault weapon.

(B) No person who lawfully possesses an assault weapon pursuant to
subdivision (1), (2) or (4) of subsection (b) of section 53-202c, as amended
by this act, shall be required to obtain a certificate of possession
pursuant to this subdivision with respect to an assault weapon used for
official duties, except that any person described in subdivision (2) of
subsection (b) of section 53-202c, as amended by this act, who purchases

an assault weapon, as defined in any provision of subparagraphs (B) to
(F), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a for use in the
discharge of official duties who retires or is otherwise separated from
service shall apply within ninety days of such retirement or separation
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from service to the Department of Emergency Services and Public
Protection for a certificate of possession with respect to such assault

weapon.

(3) Any person who obtained a certificate of possession for an assault
weapon, as defined in subparagraph (A) of subdivision (1) of section 53-
202a, prior to April 5, 2013, that is defined as an assault weapon
pursuant to any provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of
subdivision (1) of section 53-202a shall be deemed to have obtained a
certificate of possession for such assault weapon for the purposes of
sections 53-202a to 53-202k, inclusive, and shall not be required to obtain

a subsequent certificate of possession for such assault weapon.

(4) The certificate of possession shall contain a description of the
firearm that identifies it uniquely, including all identification marks, the
full name, address, date of birth and thumbprint of the owner, and any

other information as the department may deem appropriate.

(5) The department shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 54, to establish procedures with respect to the
application for and issuance of certificates of possession pursuant to this
section. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 1-210 and 1-211, the
name and address of a person issued a certificate of possession shall be
confidential and shall not be disclosed, except such records may be
disclosed to (A) law enforcement agencies and employees of the United
States Probation Office acting in the performance of their duties and
parole officers within the Department of Correction acting in the
performance of their duties, and (B) the Commissioner of Mental Health
and Addiction Services to carry out the provisions of subsection (c) of
section 17a-500.

(b) (1) No assault weapon, as defined in subparagraph (A) of
subdivision (1) of section 53-202a, possessed pursuant to a certificate of
possession issued under this section may be sold or transferred on or
after January 1, 1994, to any person within this state other than to a
licensed gun dealer, as defined in subsection (f) of section 53-202f, or as
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provided in section 53-202e, or by bequest or intestate succession, or,
upon the death of a testator or settlor: (A) To a trust, or (B) from a trust

to a beneficiary who is eligible to possess the assault weapon.

(2) No assault weapon, as defined in any provision of subparagraphs
(B) to (F), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of section 53-202a, possessed
pursuant to a certificate of possession issued under this section may be
sold or transferred on or after April 5, 2013, to any person within this
state other than to a licensed gun dealer, as defined in subsection (f) of
section 53-202f, or as provided in section 53-202e, or by bequest or
intestate succession, or, upon the death of a testator or settlor: (A) To a
trust, or (B) from a trust to a beneficiary who is eligible to possess the

assault weapon.

(c) Any person who obtains title to an assault weapon for which a
certificate of possession has been issued under this section by bequest
or intestate succession shall, within ninety days of obtaining title, apply
to the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection for a
certificate of possession as provided in subsection (a) of this section,
render the assault weapon permanently inoperable, sell the assault
weapon to a licensed gun dealer or remove the assault weapon from the

state.

(d) Any person who moves into the state in lawful possession of an
assault weapon, shall, within ninety days, either render the assault
weapon permanently inoperable, sell the assault weapon to a licensed
gun dealer or remove the assault weapon from this state, except that any
person who is a member of the military or naval forces of this state or of
the United States, is in lawful possession of an assault weapon and has
been transferred into the state after October 1, 1994, may, within ninety
days of arriving in the state, apply to the Department of Emergency
Services and Public Protection for a certificate of possession with respect
to such assault weapon.

(e) If an owner of an assault weapon sells or transfers the assault
weapon to a licensed gun dealer, such dealer shall, at the time of
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delivery of the assault weapon, execute a certificate of transfer and cause
the certificate of transfer to be mailed or delivered to the Commissioner
of Emergency Services and Public Protection. The certificate of transfer
shall contain: (1) The date of sale or transfer; (2) the name and address
of the seller or transferor and the licensed gun dealer, their Social
Security numbers or motor vehicle operator license numbers, if
applicable; (3) the licensed gun dealer's federal firearms license number
and seller's permit number; (4) a description of the assault weapon,
including the caliber of the assault weapon and its make, model and
serial number; and (5) any other information the commissioner
prescribes. The licensed gun dealer shall present such dealer's motor
vehicle operator's license or Social Security card, federal firearms license
and seller's permit to the seller or transferor for inspection at the time of
purchase or transfer. The Commissioner of Emergency Services and
Public Protection shall maintain a file of all certificates of transfer at the
commissioner's central office.

(f) Any person who has been issued a certificate of possession for an
assault weapon under this section may possess the assault weapon only

under the following conditions:

(1) At that person's residence, place of business or other property
owned by that person, or on property owned by another person with

the owner's express permission;

(2) While on the premises of a target range of a public or private club
or organization organized for the purpose of practicing shooting at

targets;

(3) While on a target range which holds a regulatory or business

license for the purpose of practicing shooting at that target range;
(4) While on the premises of a licensed shooting club;

(5) While attending any exhibition, display or educational project
which is about firearms and which is sponsored by, conducted under

the auspices of, or approved by a law enforcement agency or a
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nationally or state recognized entity that fosters proficiency in, or

promotes education about, firearms;

(6) While transporting the assault weapon between any of the places
set forth in this subsection, or to any licensed gun dealer, as defined in
subsection (f) of section 53-202f, for servicing or repair pursuant to
subsection (c) of section 53-202f, provided the assault weapon is
transported as required by section 53-202f;

(7) With respect to a nonresident of this state, while transporting a
semiautomatic pistol that is defined as an assault weapon in any
provision of subparagraphs (B) to (F), inclusive, of subdivision (1) of
section 53-202a that the Commissioner of Emergency Services and
Public Protection [designates as being designed expressly for use in
target shooting events at the Olympic games sponsored by the
International Olympic Committee pursuant to regulations adopted
under subdivision (4) of subsection (b) of section 53-202b] identifies on

a list posted on the Internet web site of the Department of Emergency

Services and Public Protection pursuant to section 1 of this act, into or

through this state in order to attend any exhibition, display or
educational project described in subdivision (5) of this subsection, or to
participate in a collegiate, Olympic or target pistol shooting competition
in this state which is sponsored by, conducted under the auspices of, or
approved by a law enforcement agency or a nationally or state
recognized entity that fosters proficiency in, or promotes education
about, firearms, provided (A) such pistol is transported into or through
this state not more than forty-eight hours prior to or after such
exhibition, display, project or competition, (B) such pistol is unloaded
and carried in a locked carrying case and the ammunition for such pistol
is carried in a separate locked container, (C) such nonresident has not
been convicted of a felony in this state or of an offense in another state
that would constitute a felony if committed in this state, and (D) such
nonresident has in his or her possession a pistol permit or firearms
registration card if such permit or card is required for possession of such
pistol under the laws of his or her state of residence.
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Sec. 5. (Effective October 1, 2023) Notwithstanding the provisions of
chapter 54 of the general statutes, sections 53-202b-1 to 53-202b-5,
inclusive, of the regulations of Connecticut state agencies are repealed.

Sec. 6. (Effective October 1, 2023) Not later than January 1, 2024, the
Secretary of the State shall update the official compilation of the
regulations of Connecticut state agencies posted on the eRegulations
System to comply with the provisions of chapter 54 of the general
statutes and section 5 of this act.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2023 New section

Sec. 2 October 1, 2023 53-202b

Sec. 3 October 1, 2023 53-202¢

Sec. 4 October 1, 2023 53-202d

Sec. 5 October 1, 2023 New section

Sec. 6 October 1, 2023 New section

Statement of Legislative Commissioners:
In Section 1(a)(1) subparagraph designators were inserted and "that are
sanctioned" was changed to "and sanctioned for such use", for clarity.

PS Joint Favorable Subst. -LCO

LCO {\\PRDFS1\HCOUSERS\BARRYJN\WS\2023HB-06684- 13 of 13
R0O1-HB.docx }



